York Region Environmental Alliance
raising awareness of sustainability issues
Y O R K
R E G I O N
ENVIRONMENTAL ALLIANCE

2011
Annual Report

YORK REGION ENVIRONMENTAL ALLIANCE
THE PATH OF SUSTAINABILITY
Embracing the path of sustainability means adopting a triple bottom line approach that ensures
environmental, social and economic bottom lines are considered together.
YREA began to explore the economic, social and environmental sustainability of establishing a local
hemp industry in York Region and beyond. Our strategic plan focus for the next few years will be as
follows:
Vision
To establish and participate in a local green economy by introducing and raising awareness of the
benefits of industrial hemp farming to farmers and other stakeholders in York Region.
Mission
• Produce a feasibility report and business plan researching the viability of a joint venture social
enterprise industrial hemp farm so as to enhance the long term sustainability of the York Region
Environmental Alliance and the health of our communities by participating in and developing a
sustainable, local green economy.
• Promote and facilitate the growing, harvesting, manufacturing and marketing of Industrial Hemp
while fostering an understanding of the environmental and rural economic development benefits
of this plant.
• Promote the development of new products based on industrial hemp fibre and seeds.

WHO WE ARE
Formed in 1999 to initially campaign against the cosmetic use of pesticides, the York Region
Environmental Alliance (YREA), registered charity #84559 0553 RR0001, has continually expanded its
mandate to address ecological issues that impact our health and the health of our environment. We
reach thousands of people annually in York Region, the Greater Toronto Area and beyond, through
community events, workshops, seminars, our quarterly Greenworks e‐newsletter and our website.
The York Region Environmental Alliance is governed by a volunteer board of directors and is
administered by three part‐time staff.

2011 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Jeffery Laidlaw, Chairperson
James Carver, Treasurer
Sharon Bradley, Secretary
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Lynda Sutherland

STAFF
Gloria Marsh, Executive Director YREA
& Project Manager ‐ Industrial Hemp
Fiona Wood, Outreach Coordinator
Anita Komorowski, IT, Webmaster

2011 YEAR IN REVIEW
PROGRAMS
ORGANIC LAWN CARE THAT WON’T COST THE
EARTH
We have given over 75 organic lawn and garden workshops.
This program is still in demand where we made presentations
to horticultural societies in 2011 and continue our partnership
with the Town of Richmond Hill to deliver seminars in the spring
and fall. A synopsis of our workshop and our organic lawn care
calendar is available for downloading from our website
http://yrea.org/?page_id=523.

SHOP LIKE THE PLANET’S WATCHING
SHOP LIKE THE PLANET’S WATCHING, year 2
saw us show thousands more consumers
how they could green their shopping
choices. It was a testament to the success of
this campaign to learn that SHOP is being
adapted into school environmental studies
as well as at Sibbald Point Outdoor
Education Centre and the Kortright Centre.
YREA’s dedicated, trained volunteers
made many SHOP presentations at schools,
community centres and libraries. YREA staff
continued lunch and learn presentations for
municipal workers.
Our travelling SHOP exhibit reached
employees at their workplaces and
residents at numerous community events.
All these activities will continue into 2012.
We have distributed nearly 20,000 smart
shopper booklets to date and
gladly
provide these upon request info@yrea.org.

PARTNERSHIPS
COMMUNICATIONS – We talk to each other
As YREA’s centre of attention evolves, we plan to
continue to offer insightful information in areas of our
focus, as we build new partnerships and collaborations.

ONTARIO ZERO WASTE COALITION (OZWC)
As a member of OZWC our Summer 2011 issue of Greenworks included an
overview by Coalition founder Liz Benneian, of what steps need to be
taken to move towards zero waste without compromising environmental
and human health http://yrea.org/?page_id=350. More on this in 2012 as
we address the spectre of burning compostables and recyclables within
any energy from waste projects.

SUSTAINABLE URBAN DEVELOPMENT (SUDA) HTTP://WWW.SUDA.CA
Commentary on sustainable development by John Stillich, Executive Director of SUDA appeared in
the winter 2011 issue of Greenworks http://yrea.org/?page_id=350 and YREA principals contribute to
SUDA’s board.

SEEDS FOR CHANGE
A very successful first year for Seeds for Change
with two community gardens completed.
Summary of accomplishments appeared in the
Winter 2011 issue of Greenworks. There is still a
school community garden remaining to be
established as part of the YREA/Seeds for Change
funding partnership, completion of which is
planned for June 2012.

HUMBER GATEWAY PROJECT
Funding was secured in partnership with Oak Ridges Friends of the Environment
through RBC Blue Water Project for a Humber headwaters enhancement at King
Road and Yonge Street in Richmond Hill. We produced a CLEAN RIVERS, CLEAN
LAKES = CLEAN DRINKING WATER brochure as a component of this endeavour.
This brochure is available to communities upon request at info@yrea.org.

CONTINUING EDUCATION
GREENWORKS newsletters are emailed quarterly to over 1600 subscribers and posted
on our website for public access www.yrea.org
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Income continues to be secured from diverse sources with a large portion of our expenses focused on
project development and program delivery.

SINCERE THANKS TO ALL OUR 2011 FUNDERS
The York Region Environmental Alliance gratefully acknowledges one year funding from the Ontario
Trillium Foundation which will be utilized in 2012 to initiate research to launch industrial hemp
agriculture in York Region.

The Ontario Trillium Foundation is an agency of
the Government of Ontario

We wish to acknowledge the corporate
support and a fruitful 2ndyear partnering
with PowerStream to get the energy
conservation message out.

HUMBER GATEWAY PROJECT
Received funding with gratitude from the Royal Bank

SHOP LIKE THE PLANET’S WATCHING
Year 2 of our campaign was made possible because of support from the following municipalities:

SEEDS FOR CHANGE PILOT PROJECT
YREA gratefully recognizes these funders for our school and community gardens ‐ Seeds for Change
Pilot Project:

SHELL ENVIRONMENTAL FUND

MORE THANKS
We also rely on individual memberships and donations ‐ as every little bit helps.
Thank you to all who supported us in 2011 with a contribution.
Many of the donors listed below have generously sustained YREA with yearly donations.
We are truly heartened by your constancy.
Leslie Atkinson
Ron Alfrey
Diana Bennett & Spencer Lanthier
Sylvia Bowman
Sharon & Jim Bradley
James Carver
Stephen Cockle
Liz Couture
Mary Dubé
Lissa Dwyer
Richard Krechowicz
Marilyn Isaac‐Stewart
Sylvia and Ken Halligan
Diane Keating
Justin Keating & Angela Marsh

Terry Knight
Jeffery Laidlaw
Lorrie Mackness
Gloria Marsh
Catherine Marshall
Joyce McClelland
Katia Picada
Diana Piche
Debbie Schaefer
Sue Sherban
Susan Sigrist
John Stillich
Karen Verbeek
Anne & Pete Wilson

Volunteers have aided YREA in numerous ways – helping at our booths during community events,
doing research for our programs and issues we cover, scanning the news of the day for environmental
information we post on our website, assisting with administrative tasks and training to deliver our
SHOP seminars. We value and thank these fine people who helped YREA achieve its goals in 2011:
Jim Bradley, Carolyn Brown, Stephen Cockle, Sheila Cording, Liz Couture, Patty Ella, Andrew Frolkin,
Laurin Fulton, Sylvia Halligan, Dora Hu, Anita Komorowski, Terry Knight, Sara Mathew, Suzanne
Perdeaux, Pat Prevost, Vanessa Pickett, Rudra Ramdial, Susan Sang, Joan Seto, Susan Sheard, Lynda
Sutherland, Melloney Syrotiuk, Amie Tsang, Constance Tsang, Amy Weinburg, Rhianna Wood.
Our volunteer Board members lent YREA their expertise on committees and in these areas:
Jeff Laidlaw, Chairman, hemp advocacy; James Carver, Treasurer, SUDA board; Sharon Bradley,
Secretary, fundraising; Sylvia Bowman, York Region waste committee, ON rep; Susan Sigrist, Don
Council rep, community gardens; Lynda Sutherland, fundraising.
Besides our ongoing SHOP and Clean Water awareness campaigns our very important new project
will be working towards the creation of a hemp industry in York Region. We invite your support as we
join together to work towards a vibrant, greener 2012.
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Gloria Marsh, Executive Director
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