
 
 
 
August 25, 2021 
 
Jonathan.Wilkinson@parl.gc.ca  
Marie-Claude.Bibeau@parl.gc.ca 
Patty.Hajdu@parl.gc.ca   
 
To Ministers Bibeau, Hajdu and Wilkinson, 
 
RE: REVIEW OF PESTICIDE REGULATIONS  
 
While York Region Environmental Alliance (YREA) is thankful for this overdue review and concurs with all 
the points raised by Friends of the Earth Canada and Safe Food Matters as to the manner and scope of 
this reassessment we are still very concerned of the influence the industry will have. As examples: 
 
1. The fact that over 125,000 successful lawsuits against Monsanto/Bayer for cancer caused by 

glyphosate has not raised a red flag with Health Canada. Instead the Minister of Agriculture handed 
out over $244,000 to support the Canadian Centre for Food Integrity's (CCFI) work to ‘build public 
trust’ in our food system. Given that Bayer/Monsanto and Dow Chemical/Corteva are members of this 
consortium, Canada, in our view, is only funding more deceptive propaganda. How can the promise of 
a pesticide review be independent of corporate influence when funding is given to CCFI some of whose 
members produce these toxins? 

 
2. The Pest Management Review Agency (PMRA) began looking to increase Maximum Residue Limits 

(MRLs) of pesticides by huge amounts in food at the request of Bayer. Super weeds, having become 
resistant to pesticides, require larger, more toxic amounts and the practice of spraying glyphosate as 
a desiccant just before harvest is leaving higher quantities of pesticide residues on many conventional 
crops. Why would the PMRA go along with this when countries like Italy have already reduced their 
Canadian wheat imports because they deem pesticide residues too high at our current levels? 

 
3. Continued use of the neonic imidacloprid. Health Canada’s PMRA chose to use data received from an 

industry-led Water Monitoring Working Group, which includes Bayer, Syngenta and the Canadian Canola 
Growers Association. PMRA threw out research findings from Environment Canada and independent 
scientists and completely reversed their earlier proposed decision to ban imidacloprid. 

 
It is still very obvious to the public and many NGOs that the collusion and influence of industry with related 
government departments is alive and well. This is not acceptable. Canadians would be much better served 
if funding was earmarked to expand organic agriculture and a healthier food system free of toxins instead 
of selling us on conventional, pesticide laden food. 
 
The food system is sick and broken. It is making people and the environment sick. It needs to be fixed. 
 
Sincerely 
Gloria Marsh, Executive Director 
York Region Environmental Alliance 
Partnering for a greener planet 
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