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YORK REGION ENVIRONMENTAL ALLIANCE
WHO WE ARE
Formed in 2002 to initially campaign against the cosmetic use of pesticides, the York Region
Environmental Alliance (YREA), a registered charitable organization #: 84559 0553 RR0001 has
continually expanded its mandate to address ecological issues that impact our health and the health
of our environment. We reach thousands of people annually in York Region, the GTA and beyond,
through community outreach events, YREA's popular News & Views e-news, our website and
Facebook page.
The York Region Environmental Alliance is governed by a volunteer board of directors and is
administered by part-time staff and volunteers.
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forests.
Incredibly, when we went to sample this year there were only 3 small seedlings of GM in the 8'x8'
test plot where we removed over 30 GM plants last year. As we all know how pervasive GM is,
even after many years of manual pulling, this is very encouraging and indicates that biochar is
playing a role in its suppression. The various other species of plants were very small in this plot.
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Our plans to embark on a biochar animal feed and litter
study in partnership with Seneca College, King Campus
has been defer for the time being.
We have completed a business plan for a Biochar Social
Enterprise Venture and are seeking grant opportunities
to bring our endeavour to fruition. We met with both
MP Deb Schulte and MPP Chris Ballard as well as Debbie
Conzelman of King Cole Ducks, TRCA, York Region,
Richmond Hill, Vaughan and Ontario Urban Tree Council
to outline our biochar plans and study results.
Biochar made through pyrolysis has been identified in
the Ontario Organic Waste Framework and the utilization of forestry waste has been identified
Federally as one means of addressing waste and climate change. YREA is on it!
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2017 ISSUES
EBR REGISTRY NUMBER: 013-1814: PROPOSED FOOD AND
ORGANIC WASTE FRAMEWORK
YREA reviewed this Provincial document. Our abridged submission follows Our comments and suggestions are based on our areas of focus and concern.

FOOD WASTE
Although this is not our area of expertise, the 'best before' date, to our minds, has generated more
food waste since its inception and we question why this even needs to be applied to canned goods
that have been known to be safe after decades if their seals haven't been broken.

FOOD PACKAGING
YREA has been concerned about excess and
unnecessary food packaging since 2008 when
we wrote to major grocers regarding this
issue.
Although
there
have
been
improvements
such
as
compostable,
recyclable takeout containers at prepared
food counters and less fresh produce
wrapping, there is still a great deal of
unnecessary plastic and polystyrene in the
food system. Some conscientious producers
are switching to cellophane (which is
compostable) and polypropylene bags (coded
5 which use 65% less plastic then a clamshell)
yet these items would be placed in the paper stream by an automated sorting system and
contaminate it. We suggest:
• Manual sorting rather than automated, so that less recyclables are contaminated and more
green jobs are created.
• Mandate that rolls of produce bags be made of compostable material so they could then be
used in kitchen green bins. This one measure alone would eliminate untold amounts of plastic.
• Explore the potential of expanding cellophane packaging which is plant, not petroleum based
and composts in home and municipal systems within 10 days.
We agree that education is key. The public might not be aware how to differentiate plastic from
cellophane. Easy enough to do the rip test. Cellophane tears, plastic doesn't. Cellophane lined paper
coffee bags for example, are compostable once the metal closure is removed as are some paper
bread bags with cellophane windows.

FOOD COURT/FAST FOOD WASTE
When Cadillac Fairview was retrofitting the Eaton Centre, YREA strenuously and repeatedly
advocated with their Sustainability Coordinator of the time that the food court change to reusable
dishes instead of Styrofoam and gave successful examples from other parts of the world. This did
come to pass and we are pleased to see this action expanding to other shopping malls. However,
many fast food outlets greenwash by having separate bins for waste, paper, cans/bottles but have
been observed dumping all their waste in one garbage bin. This needs to stop and we suggest:
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• The Province mandate that all fast food outlets stream their waste properly.
• The Province mandate reusable dishes in all retrofit and new food courts in shopping malls.
As a member of Ontario Zero Waste Coalition, YREA has been strongly opposed to incineration with
all its associated health and environmental hazards as a way of dealing with waste.

BENEFICIAL USES OF RECOVERED RESOURCES - BIOCHAR
Although biochar, produced via pyrolysis is considered to be carbon neutral and carbon negative
when sequestered in soil, the small scale, low tech units, said to emit the equivalent pollution of a
wood burning stove are not in the same class and might well give biochar a bad name. Also of
concern should be the proliferation of these unsophisticated units and their collective impact on the
environment. It is important to clearly differentiate the various biochar production systems.
We are heartened to see provincial endorsement of the production of biochar through pyrolysis, and
YREA's biochar plans would entail the use of forestry waste. Municipal directives would be useful so
that instead of decomposing and releasing carbon, a good proportion of this waste would
intentionally be diverted to the creation of this end-product. Since 2013 YREA has been researching
its uses. As one example, it can be an important additive to compost with its ability to:
• Accelerate the composting process by increasing temperature
• Reduce GHG emissions
• Reduce ammonia loss
• Serve as a bulking agent for compost
• Reduce odour
The problem of compost odour would be reduced and the amount of waste received could be
increased with the use of biochar compost additive. We look forward to the facilitation of approvals
for the registration of biochar products and technology emission certifications instead of the years it
took in the early days of development of this industry.
((()(((((((((((((((

GMO LABELLING
YREA raised awareness of the negative health impact of GMO
foods and petitioned the Federal government to make GMO
information mandatory on food labelling.
We continue to advocate on these and many other matters at
the community level through individual and joint submissions
with like-minded NGOs. We are a member and/or supporter of:
Canadian Organic Growers
International Biochar Initiative
Land Over Landings
Ontario Clean Air Alliance
Ontario Greenbelt Alliance

Ontario Headwaters Institute
Ontario Nature
Ontario Urban Tree Council
Ontario Zero Waste Coalition
Organic Growers of Ontario

YREA is a participant in Vaughan's Green Directions and Pedestrian and Bicycle Master Plan
stakeholder advisory group (SAG).
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COMMUNITY EVENTS WE ATTENDED
OR IN WHICH WE PARTICIPATED:
• Guelph Organic Conference
• Vaughan Earth Hour
• Aurora Eco Festival
• East Gwillimbury Green Up Clean Up
• Richmond Hill Healthy Yards
• Enviro Day Woodbridge Farmers Market
• Roundtable discussion Richmond Hill with the
Honourable Elizabeth Dowdeswell, Lieutenant Governor
of Ontario

NEW WEBSITE, NEW LOOK
YREA Director Sylvia Halligan tackled an update and revamp of our website along with help from
Marios Alexandrou http://www.simplrsoftware.com/. We are thrilled with our new look and have
added components such as our Organic lawn care that won't cost the Earth workshop so that website
visitors can download our presentation for their own use. A huge thanks to both Sylvia and Marios for
the many hours of volunteer time it took them to launch us into a new era.

6

YORK REGION ENVIRONMENTAL ALLIANCE

2016 FINANCIAL YEAR END
Income

Government grants
Donations

Government
grants
30%

Donations
70%

Expenses
Biochar Field Trial
Program
21%
Biochar Field Trial Program
Operations/Memberships

Operations/
Memberships
79%
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SINCERE GRATITUDE TO MAYOR BEVILACQUA, CITY OF
VAUGHAN, OUR MEMBERS AND SUPPORTERS

A heartfelt thankyou to all our individual donors, and especially to
those who have sustained YREA with annual donations.
GUARDIAN $2000 & UP
Gloria Marsh
PROTECTOR $1000 - $1999
Marilyn Isaac-Stewart
CUSTODIAN $500 - $999
Cynthia Hyland
STEWARD $200 - $499
John & Jane Kean
Diane Keating
Spencer Lanthier & Diana Bennett
Sylvia Halligan
Susan Sigrist & Mark Hubbard
KEEPER $100 - $199
Karen Armstrong
Sylvia Bowman
Sharon & Jim Bradley

Terry Knight
Angela Marsh
Debbie Schaefer
Deb Schulte
Anonymous
FRIEND $20 - $99
Abdullah Abbas
Stephen Cockle
Maureen Hutchison
Lee Wei Li
Catherine Marshall
Mike O'Hara
Sue Paglia
Donna Pearson
Ava Ross
Tom Ross
Anonymous

We thank our board members and the following volunteers who have helped us with
our activities or represented YREA at meetings and community events:
Marios Alexandrou, Sylvia Bowman, Sharon Bradley, Jim Bradley, Sylvia Halligan, Gloria
Marsh, Tanya Marsh, Mike Turk, Tom Ross, Peter Secord.
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WHAT NEXT FOR YORK REGION ENVIRONMENTAL
ALLIANCE?
LOOKING BACK AT 2017 & LOOKING AHEAD TO 2018
We had a setback with our Seneca College animal feed and litter research because the College asked
that we defer this work temporarily. However, that might not be such a bad thing, as initially we
would have needed to purchase imported biochar. Now we can look to providing our own product for
this study once our enterprise is up and running.

What is biochar?

Biomass

Pyrolysis

Biochar

Biochar start-ups are not as prevalent in Canada as they are elsewhere in the world with plans often
fizzling out because of lack of funding. YREA realizes that worthwhile initiatives may take many years
to come to fruition. We are known for our undaunted perseverance and are on the alert for funding
opportunities so that when they become available, we will be ready to apply. Our biochar project will
deliver positive results on so many levels – climate change/carbon capture, sustainable agriculture,
improved soil management practices, healthier urban trees AND create local employment. A win-win
proposition on numerous fronts!
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