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Vanished landscape - Oak Ridges Moraine/Greenbelt

YORK REGION ENVIRONMENTAL ALLIANCE
WHO WE ARE

Formed in 2002 to initially campaign against the cosmetic use of pesticides, the York
Region Environmental Alliance (YREA), a registered charitable organization #: 84559
0553 RR0001 has continually expanded its mandate to address ecological issues that
impact our health and the health of our environment. We reach thousands of people
annually in York Region, the GTA and beyond, through community outreach events,
YREA's very popular quarterly News & Views e-news, (675 subscribers) our website and
Facebook page (nearly 600 likes/followers).
The York Region Environmental Alliance is governed by a volunteer board of directors
and is administered by part-time staff and volunteers.
2018 BOARD OF DIRECTORS & STAFF

Abdullah Abbas, President
Mike O'Hara, Secretary
Donna Pearson, Director
Patricia Watson, Director,
Sylvia Halligan, Director
Wei Li, Director
Don Harfield, Biochar Technical Advisor
Gloria Marsh, Executive Director
Patty Ella, Accountant, PME Management Solutions
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2018 ISSUES & ACTIVITIES
NATIONAL FOOD POLICY

YREA was among the many groups and individuals who submitted comments to the
Federal government for the development of a National Food Policy - and they listened.
There is good news for organics. Government of Canada released the "What We Heard
Report - A Food Policy for Canada" describing their findings on what Canadians are
looking for in a National Food Policy. Here are some highlights for the organic sector:
▪ Canadians are more concerned
with issues like protection of land,
rural access to food, local, organic
food production, and food cost than
they are with issues like trade,
exports or the Canadian sector's
global reputation.
▪ Canadians want to see more
support and training for sustainable
food production including organic
and small-scale agriculture.
▪ Canadians want a food policy that
acknowledges a more sustainable
food system supported by local,
regional & organic food production.
▪ Canadians want their government to encourage best practices in environmental
sustainability, resilience to climate change, providing support for new farmers and
transition to organic agriculture. Read the full report.
Production of local organic food
is on the rise, readily available at
grocers and farmers markets.
YREA advocates that if there is
government support and funding
for organics, health costs will be
reduced as Canadians have a
wider choice of organic food.
This policy will be a good step
towards ensuring our local food
security. YREA raises awareness
of GMOs & pesticides in foods
through e-news & Facebook &
community outreach events.

Photos courtesy of Zephyr Organics
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BOVINE GROWTH HORMONE AWARENESS

This issue is also examined during our community outreach events and in our e-newsletters.

rBGH = GMOs in US DAIRY
Although banned in most industrialized nations due to health risks to humans & harm to animals, genetically
engineered recombinant bovine growth hormone (rBGH) is injected into dairy cows in the US to increase milk
production. Some serious concerns include:
• Increased many health problems in
cows, including mastitis that can lead to
bacteria and pus in milk (requiring
antibiotics). Impinged on the welfare of
animals; caused reproductive disorders
(EU Report)
• Antibiotic use in food animals can lead
to antibiotic resistance in humans
• Linked to various forms of cancer –
breast, prostate, lung and to tumor
development (Cancer Society)
• Precocious puberty

Look for the Canadian Milk symbols

BUY CANADIAN DAIRY, SUPPORT OUR OWN FARMERS
& SAFEGUARD ANIMAL & HUMAN HEALTH
PLASTIC POLLUTION & FOOD PACKAGING

YREA has been putting forward the idea of using industrial hemp stalks & other
agricultural residues as a source of cellulose to produce compostable cellophane
packaging as a replacement for plastic, generating valued added income for farmers.
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ONTARIO URBAN FOREST COUNCIL CONFERENCE (OUFCC) & RICHMOND
HILL URBAN FOREST STRATEGY CONSULTATION
The OURFCC deliberations centred around
what is being done to mitigate climate change
as well as the role of green infrastructure as a
means of addressing heat vulnerability.
At the Richmond Hill consultations YREA
expressed the need to dispense with nonnative monocultures and 'lollipop' trees and
instead plant our majestic native trees for
urban heat island mitigation so we actually
get some shade. Trees are susceptible to
insects and diseases during extended periods
of heat and drought. YREA emphasized the
need to replant species, such as American
Beech, once infestations have taken their
course, so as to maintain biodiversity in the
urban and forest landscape.

Urban woodlot, Oak Ridges
We also emphasized the need for better soil as
presently topsoil is removed during development and
never replaced, leaving trees to struggle for survival.

! Soil left after development
((()(((((((((((((((
COMMUNITY EVENTS, CONSULTATIONS IN WHICH YREA PARTICIPATED:
• Vaughan Earth Hour
• Met with municipal councilors and MP Deb Schulte to discuss environmental issues of concern.
• Vaughan Environmental Health Seminars with Dr. Riina Bray. Weekly talks covered many
issues of concern to YREA including pesticides, GM food & toxins in products we use. YREA
provided input and distributed pertinent information to attendees.
• Richmond Hill Healthy Yards
• Vaughan Pedestrian and Bicycle Master Plan
• York Region Forest Festival during National Forest Week, Whitchurch-Stouffville
• Enviro Day, Woodbridge Farmers Market
• Eco Fair, Wychwood Barns, Toronto
• Low carbon building training focus group participant, Aurora
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BILL 66 'RESTORING ONTARIO'S COMPETITIVENESS' ACT 2018
There has been tremendous backlash to Bill 66. The
following comments were sent by YREA to all municipal
council members in York Region on Dec. 17, 2018
York Region Environmental Alliance (YREA) response to
Bill 66: Keeping municipalities open for business without
jeopardizing the Greenbelt, Oak Ridges Moraine & other
environmental protections.
The Government of Ontario has introduced Bill 66,
supposedly, to restore Ontario’s competitiveness
through Schedule 10 that would amend the Planning Act
to allow municipalities to pass “open-for-business
planning by-laws”. Of serious concern to us:
•

Bill would allow open-for-business planning by-laws to override important water, agricultural and
environmental protections contained in Clean Water Act, Oak Ridges Moraine and Greenbelt Act,
Places to Grow Act, Toxics Reduction Act, other provincial legislation & Municipal Official Plans.

•

No notice or hearing is required prior to the passing of an open-for-business planning by-law.

The Greenbelt and Oak Ridges Moraine are integral components of land use planning that
complements the Growth Plan to encourage smart planning, the reduction of sprawl, protection of
natural and hydrological features and agricultural lands. The Greenbelt has protected 1.8 million
acres of farmland, local food supplies, the headwaters of our rivers and important forests and wildlife
habitat for over 12 years. It generates 9.1 billion dollars in revenue each year, creating 161,000 local
jobs across 28 municipalities. It ensures our food security by providing us with local food, encouraging
young farmers to step in. Existing agriculture, tourism and recreation provide enormous economic
benefit and are an important part of planning for sustainable communities - which cannot be said for
more urban sprawl.
There is a tremendous amount of land, including employment lands, already planned and available in
excess of the development needs of the GTA without weakening the protections provided by the
Greenbelt, Oak Ridges Moraine plans and Clean Water Act - critical to the health of our communities.
YREA asks that the municipalities, upon review of Schedule 10 of Bill 66, stand with other enlightened
municipalities by opposing this Act. Why? Because our communities are not red tape, our rivers and
streams are not red tape, our local food security is not red tape and the future health and well-being
of our children is not red tape. (On January 23, 2019 schedule 10 was withdrawn from bill 66)

((()(((((((((((((((
We continue to advocate on many matters at the community, provincial & federal level, individually
and through joint submissions with like-minded NGOs. We are a member and/or supporter of:
Canadian Organic Growers
Friends of the Earth Canada
International Biochar Initiative
Land Over Landings
Ontario Clean Air Alliance
Ontario Greenbelt Alliance

Ontario Headwaters Institute
Ontario Nature
Ontario Urban Tree Council
Ontario Zero Waste Coalition
Organic Growers of Ontario
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YORK REGION ENVIRONMENTAL ALLIANCE

2018 FINANCIAL YEAR END
Foundations/
corporations
5%

Income

Foundations/
corporations
Individual donations

Individual
donations
95%

Expenses
Programs seminars events
conferences
memberships
31%

Programs - seminars events
conferences memberships
Operations
Operations
69%

A HEARTFELT THANKYOU TO ALL OUR INDIVIDUAL DONORS &
ESPECIALLY TO THOSE WHO HAVE SUSTAINED YREA WITH
ANNUAL DONATIONS. WE ARE VERY GRATEFUL TO YOU ALL.
GUARDIAN $2000 & UP
Gloria Marsh
PROTECTOR $1000 - $1999
Marilyn Isaac-Stewart
CUSTODIAN $500 - $999
Cynthia Hyland
STEWARD $200 - $499
Leslie Atkinson
John & Jane Kean
Diane Keating
Spencer Lanthier & Diana Bennett
Sylvia Halligan
KEEPER $100 - $199
Sharon & Jim Bradley

Mark Hubbard & Susan Sigrist
Terry Knight
Angela Marsh & Justin Keating
Donna Pearson
Debbie Schaefer
Deb Schulte
Tom Waechter
Anonymous
FRIEND $20 - $99
Abdullah Abbas
Stephen Cockle
Tanya Marsh
Catherine Marshall
Diana Piché
Anonymous

We gratefully acknowledge the
contribution of IBM through their
matching grants program.
((()(((((((((((((((

As this was an election year, we did not apply for any municipal funding.

We thank our board members, but especially Sylvia Halligan, for her
continued volunteer contribution in maintaining the YREA website.
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WHAT NEXT FOR YORK REGION ENVIRONMENTAL
ALLIANCE?
LOOKING BACK AT 2018 & AHEAD TO 2019

BIOCHAR SOCIAL ENTERPRISE

Biochar bed being prepared for urban
tree planting in Stockholm, Sweden.

YREA met with Vaughan's Social Enterprise
Business Development consultants. They
appraised our business plan; are very optimistic
about our project, and believe it has incredible
potential and merit. With YREA not being able
to fit into the federal Low Carbon Economy
grant criteria and the province withdrawing
funding for innovation we will be looking at
partnerships and funding potentials from other
sectors and reviewing new opportunities.

Issues on YREA's radar in 2019 will be:
•
•
•
•
•

Biochar social enterprise development
Pesticides – glyphosate/neonics/strychnine
Organic food/agriculture/young farmers
Plastics/waste reduction
Pollinator habitat/species at risk
Bee nest!

ABDULLAH ABBAS
PRESIDENT

GLORIA MARSH
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
YORK REGION ENVIRONMENTAL ALLIANCE
85 DARIOLE DRIVE
RICHMOND HILL ON L4E 0Z4
T: 905-660-9782
E: INFO@YREA.ORG
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