
 
 
 
August 23, 2021 
 
Bonnie.lysyk@auditor.on.ca  
 
CC. paul.freeman@york.ca 
Bruce.macgregor@york.ca  
Marilyn.Iafrate@vaughan.ca  
 
 
Dear Ms Lysyk 
 
RE: YREA ENDORSES SUPPORT FOR AN AUDIT OF PROPOSED GTA WEST CORRIDOR/HWY 413  
 
York Region Environmental Alliance (YREA) has written letters of concern to municipalities in York Region 
regarding the contentious GTA west corridor/Hwy 413 this past spring. Since that time a very troubling 
investigation by the Toronto Star has brought to light nefarious dealings between the Ontario government 
and developers who are said to have contributed at least $813,000 to support the party in the last election. 
 It is said that three of these developers employ the chair of Caroline Mulroney’s 2018 PC leadership 
campaign as a government lobbyist. Mulroney, as you know, is now Ontario’s transportation minister and 
will play a key role in future decisions regarding  the 413 highway. This is not in the least appropriate and 
warrants a full audit review if not a police investigation.  
 
The Star investigation further points out that the group of developers own 39 properties covering 3,300 
acres that are conservatively valued at nearly half a billion dollars, according to land registry documents. 
The value of those lands could rise dramatically if the highway is built and residential, commercial and 
industrial development is allowed to spread along the route, destroying valuable farmland and 
compromising our future local food security. 
 
YREA has read the two letters dated July 19, 2021 and August13, 2021  submitted by Councillor Iafrate of 
Vaughan and we concur with all her comments and concerns. We therefore support her request and ask 
you, as Auditor General, to do a full audit of this dubious project.  
 
While YREA understands that when developers make huge contributions to election campaigns and civic 
infrastructure projects such as hospitals, community centres and libraries they expect a payback down the 
road. However, in these troubling times, we need to take every measure possible to make sure 
development benefits the public good and the betterment of the environment, not just the profits of a 
few influencers. 
 
Please keep YREA informed on what emerges from your office. Thank you for your attention to this matter. 
  
Sincerely 
Gloria Marsh, Executive Director 
York Region Environmental Alliance 
Partnering for a greener planet 
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   RICHMOND HILL, ON L4E  0Z4  
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